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DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE

A few weeks ago, I attended a
wonderful event for and about Night-
watch at Marylhurst University.

Amanda Baker is the Maryl-
hurst Service Program Coordinator. That
means she's the person responsible for
involving Marylhurst students in pro-
grams of community service. In the
course of events, Amanda herself also
became a volunteer at Nightwatch. And
as Amanda is an artist, her involvement
with us inspired her to mount an art show
with Nightwatch as her theme.

The show was on display at
Streff Gallery in Shoen Library. On
Thursday night, an official reception was
staged and I was invited to speak to those
who had gathered about the Nightwatch
story. But the real attraction to the event
was Amanda's artwork. Here are a few of
her Nightwatch-inspired pieces, together
with the captions Amanda wrote for them

"The energy of Operation Night-
watch is warm and welcoming.

Everyone is welcome to stop in for a
free coffee, bites to eat and good
company. Most of all, the experience is
unique and the friendships are real.
This is a social network unlike any
other."”

"M. can talk about anything with
anyone. He especially appreciates
Open Mic nights where he gets to
support his friends as they tell stories,
read their poetry or play music.

"C. is interested in music, one
of his favorites being the Gypsy Kings.
Last time at ONW Karaoke Night he
threw in a number not many had heard
before but was excited to share his
knowledge in music.

"M. is a staple of ONW. She has
a quiet but powerful voice. She
remembers the name of each person
who walks into the doors of ONW, and
makes sure to give them a friendly
wave and hello."

"D. was thrilled to
have his portrait
painted. He said it
had been weeks
since someone had
sat and talked with

him longer than 5
minutes. Home is
where you are noticed."

I have more pictures, too, and
you can take a look at them (even in
color!) by going to our Web site at
www.operationnightwatch.org.

Nightwatch captured on
canvas: what a great witness. Thanks,
Amanda!

Gary L. Davis

MOBILE HOSPITALITY
CENTER TO BE
DEDICATED, JULY 11

Equipped with blessings, a
map, elbow grease, and keys to an
RV, Operation Nightwatch (ONW)
is proud to announce our newest
ministry, our Mobile Hospitality
Center. We know that we’ve made
a significant impact on the commu-
nity and familiar faces we’ve been
serving at the Julia West house for
over 29 years. But, we’re learning
that as Portland’s metropolitan ar-
eas continue to change, there’s a
growing need for our services in
these outlying areas because there
are people who can’t reach our
downtown location.

So, we’re hitting the road.
Our dedicated volunteers will bring
the spirit and ministry of the ONW
Hospitality Nights to Portland’s
East, West, North, and South out-
lying areas. With open arms we’ll
bring acceptance, hot coffee, good
conversation, and just about every-
thing else you’ve come to expect
from the Hospitality nights to peo-
ple who currently are isolated from
resources and a safe place to come
feel a part of their community, if
just for a few hours.

Please join us at the dedi-
cation ceremony, to be held at the
Greater Portland Bible Church,
2374 SW Vermont (upper lot), on
Sunday, July 11, at 4:00 p.m.




FROM THE PROGRAM
COORDINATOR

Quite unbelievably, eleven
months have passed since I began serv-
ing at Operation Nightwatch. At the
end of July, I will hang up my name tag
and move on. In August I will join the
staff of the Jesuit Volunteer Corps as a
recruiter. Here are a few things [ have
learned over the past year...

Justice is more about people than
numbers. Certainly social welfare pro-
grams are important for creating a
safety net for the marginalized of our
society. But in the end, if there is ever
going to be progress, healing, and op-
portunity in peoples' lives, it is going to
come through relationships. Not too
long ago a guest named William was
sharing some of his struggles with me.
He is 52 years old, muddling through
life with a heroin addiction and a broken
family. I listened to his story.
“William, I wish I had a magic wand
that could fix all of these problems. But
I guess I've just got two ears to listen
and a heart to open to your story.” He
looked up at me and said, “You know,
Jeremy, sometimes I think that is the
magic wand.” For me, this experience
affirms Thomas Merton's idea that when
you work for justice, “you gradually
struggle less and less for an idea and
more and more for specific people. In
the end, it is the reality of personal rela-
tionships that saves everything.”

Homelessness is even more com-
plicated than I originally thought.
When I initially started at Nightwatch, I
thought, “Give people housing and a
safe, welcoming place, and things will
get better.” Obviously such things are
important, but there is much more to it.
Throw in drug and alcohol addictions,
mental illness, high unemployment,
budget cuts, family disintegration,
abuse, and even those people who prefer
living on the streets, and the picture gets
a little more complicated. But this com-
munity at Nightwatch has taught me
that no matter how complicated the pic-
ture is, it is always good to share a
handshake, a smile, and a conversation
with someone wherever he or she is on
life's journey. We are not so much
fighting homelessness, as we are social
isolation and the degradation of the hu-
man spirit.

Hospitality is a value I can carry
with me my entire life. The work of
hospitality is of particular importance
with many folks who struggle with
social isolation, but it is a value we can
carry everywhere in life. I may not
have learned the answers to life's big-
gest questions or the solutions to soci-
ety's biggest problems, but I have
learned that making people feel wel-
come, making people feel fully human,
from the poorest of the poor to the rich-
est of the rich, is part of our deepest
call as a part of the human family.

Many thanks and many blessings
to you all!! Hopefully I will catch you
around the hospitality center sometime
soon, though after August, if I'm there,
I won't have a name tag on and will be
out on the patio playing a game of
Scrabble with my friends.

Jeremy

NIGHTWATCH BOARD
SAYS FAREWELL AND

WELCOME

As the Operation Nightwatch
fiscal year ended in June, membership
in the ONW Board of Directors under-
went some important changes. Three
long-time members, Ginny Gaines,
Kimberly Corbette and Bill Steimer, all
completed their terms of service and
bid farewell while one new member,
Dawn Hayami, joined us.

Kimberly, an analyst with the
M Financial Group, was the ONW
treasurer throughout her three years and
worked closely with book-keeper
David Gaines to keep the organiza-
tion’s finances in order. Bill, a retired
attorney, provided the creative impetus
for us to reorganize the Board to make
its operations more efficient.

Ginny was the most senior
member of the Board having served
since 1995. During her long tenure she
both chaired the Board and served as its
secretary. Throughout her Board ser-
vice she was one of the main organiz-
ers of the bi-monthly foot ministry, an
involvement that she will continue on
into the future.

Our warmest thanks to Ginny,
Kimberly and Bill for jobs well done.

Dawn, our new Board mem-
ber, is Director of Practice Support

for Kaiser Permanente and a member of
the Lake Oswego United Church of
Christ. Dawn has been both a volunteer
and a longtime financial supporter of
ONW. She brings a wealth of knowledge
and experience and we are delighted to
welcome her to the Board.

David Groff
Chair of the ONW Board of
Directors

GUESTS GRADE NIGHT-
WATCH AN “ A”

Many businesses, in order to
gauge how well they are serving their
markets, run "customer satisfaction sur-
veys." Several weeks back, we invited
our guests at the Hospitality Center to fill
out evaluation forms to see how they
liked what we were doing. It was our
own customer satisfaction survey.

And we came out of it looking
very good! When asked what they liked
most about Nightwatch, quite a few men-
tioned (besides the coffee) the staff and
the volunteers. One keyed in on "the
good atmosphere" of the place, while
another said, the "knowledge of finding
out who we are as a person.” One simply
said, "Everything."

Given a chance to suggest what
they might change about the Hospitality
Center, several responded, "Nothing,"
with one elaborating, “I wouldn't [change
anything], it is put together well! Happi-
ness always!” One said he would prefer
to see "art on walls." Several made com-
ments that there was nothing wrong with
Nightwatch other than the fact they'd
either like to see it open more hours or
more nights a week to keep the good
things going.

That’s a pretty good report card!

ANNUAL BBQ,

SEPTEMBER 25

The annual Nightwatch picnic
and BBQ will be held Saturday,
September 25, at Colonel Summers Park,
SE 17" and Taylor, from 11 a.m. to 3
p.m. Please bring a salad, chips, or des-
sert. We’ll provide the hamburgers, hot
dogs, condiments and drinks. There will
be some new games this year, as well as
good fun.

Put it on your calendars now!
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NIGHTWATCH TO PROVIDE
PRESENCE AT PORTLAND SUN-
DAY PARKWAYS EVENT, SEPT. 26

Portland Sunday Parkways is an
event held on different dates in different
areas of the city where the streets are
shut down to usual traffic, opening them
for people to walk, bike, and party on
pavement usually ceded to cars.

On Sunday, September 26, the
Parkways will be coming to the area our
Hospitality Center dominantly serves,
and Nightwatch is going to sponsor an
intersection. As a sponsor, we may deco-
rate the street however we want, and
transform it into a spot that makes Night-
watch very visible to all who happen by.

The event runs from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. It provides a great opportunity to
make others aware of Nightwatch and its
work.

We haven’t been assigned our
exact intersection as yet, but once that
happens we’ll let you know (it will be
somewhere in the Pearl or NW Portland.
We’d love to have you join us some time
that day to lend your support and to help
us represent Nightwatch to the wider
community.

THANKS FOR BIBLE STUDY

The end of May marked the end
of another programmatic year of our
weekly Bible Studies. Leadership was
provided by rotating roster of teachers,
and we’d like to thank them all for their
commitment. Lessons covered every-
thing from the story of Joseph and his
brothers in the Hebrew Scriptures to the
book of Revelation at Bible’s end. Our
team of valued teachers consisted of Ver-
lin Byers, Sarah Morrigan, the Rev.
Bunny Oliver, and the Rev. Don Sevet-
son.

NIGHTWATCH BOARD APPOINTS
ROGER FUCHS AS ONW
CHAPLAIN

In recognition of the spiritual
leadership that he has been providing on
behalf of Nightwatch to all those we
serve, the Board of Directors has ap-
pointed Roger Fuchs as official Night-
watch chaplain.

In May, Roger marked the third
anniversary that he began the Sunday
evening worship service. He has been
been there faithfully, leading the service

week after week, and many of our
guests have long seen him as their pas-
tor. In July, Roger will be assuming
responsibilities for the weekly Bible
Study as well.

We are proud to offer Roger
this recognition, even as we are grateful
for the immeasurable contribution that
he provides.

NEVER TOO LATE TO BECOME
A LAMPLIGHTER

“Lamplighters” are supporters
of Nightwatch who make a regular
monthly contribution. The amount need
not be large—the gifts our monthly
contributors make range from $8 to
$390/month. But each of them plays a
special role because they’re helping us
build a predictable, dependable income
and calming the waves of a sometimes
wildly-fluctuating cash-flow.

Because of their steady invest-
ment they are making to Nightwatch,
we are intent on keeping all our Lamp-
lighters regularly informed about our
work by emailing weekly news updates
and inviting them to special “behind-
the-scenes™ events.

If you’d like to become a
Lamplighter, simply call or email us.
We have room on the roster for you.

ONW BECOMES A PARTNER OF
COMMUNION IN THE PARK

Inspired by the “Common
Cathedral” offered by the ecumenical
Ecclesia Ministries of Boston, several
downtown congregations and Opera-
tion Nightwatch are to begin a weekly
“Communion in the Park” on the South
Park blocks Sunday, July 4. The Bos-
ton endeavor has been taking place on
the Boston Common every Sunday,
rain or shine, for the past 14 years.
While Communion in the Park (as is
also true with the Common Cathedral)
is aimed at serving those on the streets
who feel they have no place in tradi-
tional sanctuaries, all are welcome to
attend.

Leadership each week will be
rotated among the various sponsors.
ONW will take its place in that rota-
tion, probably assuming leadership
once-a-month.

The service will begin each
Sunday at 1:30 p.m. on the South Park
blocks at Peace Chant sculpture be-
tween Columbia and Jefferson.

YOU MAY HAVE MORE TO CON-
TRIBUTE THAN YOU THINK!

No doubt, you wouldn’t be sur-
prised to hear that Nightwatch is facing
financial challenges. That has always
been true. But the squeeze upon us is
getting tighter. Several major items that
we used to count coming to us as free,
“in-kind” contributions are now things
we have to pay for. We’re losing our free
parking for staff and volunteers. Out rent,
which used to come to us gratis, has be-
come an expense item over the past cou-
ple of years, and this year, it’s being
raised 33%!. Vendors that used to give
our guests free tickets for outings are
now charging us for them. . . .

All of this is while the demands
for our services continue to grow. A re-
port issued at the beginning of June, for
instance, confirmed that homelessness in
Oregon has grown 6.3% since last year.

And we can understand if, as a
supporter of Nightwatch, you say, “I’'m
maxed out. I’m already giving as much
as I can!”

But without realizing it, you
may have more to contribute than you
think. For instance:

Have you considered including Op-
eration Nightwatch in your will? Or if
you haven’t updated the beneficiaries on
your life insurance lately, making Night-
watch one of them?

Does your company offer matching
funds for your charitable giving? If you
fill out some simple forms, you may be
able to double your giving through a
matching program.

We’re planning on mounting a an-
nual fundraising event towards the sup-
port of Nightwatch, but we haven’t yet
decided what that event would be and
we’re looking for ideas. What kind of
fundraising would you and your friends
support? An auction? A run? A concert?
Give us your suggestions through phone,
text, or email.

We now have an active Fund Devel-
opment Committee working on all finan-
cial issues related to Nightwatch. Do you
have gifts and/or an interest in account-
ing, fundraising, event planning? We
would love to have on the committee all
those who have a love for Nightwatch.
Let us know if you’d like to serve.

We can all do more than we might
have ever thought!
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OPERATION NIGHTWATCH BOARD GET THIS NEWSLETTER ONLINE!

David Groff - Chair Bergen Allee

Retired College Administrator Sales & Leasing Consultant Did you know that over a hun-

Lexus of Portland dred of your peers read this newsletter at

Carmen Vetter least a couple weeks before you did?

Artist That’s because they received it

Nanci McCloskey in the email inboxes by opting to get it

Scott Selfridge Editor, Tin House online.

Graduate Student, PSU Furthermore, they got a lot more
detail than you’re getting (for instance, a

Marvin Mitchell Dawn Hayami detailed overview in each issue of “Life

Publisher, Beachwalker Press LLC Director of Practice Support at the Hospitality Center”). They also

President, Northwest Kaiser Permanente didn’t have to deal with recycling the

Association of Book Publishers paper you’re now holding in your hands
after the issue was read. They just had to

Doug Davidson hit their “Delete” button.

Mortgage Loan Officer, White House Mortgage Getting the newsletter online is
an option for you as well. If you’d like to
make the switch, simple give us a call,
text, or email.

WISH LIST
NEWSLETTER
Despite the fact that it’s summer, we still have need for blankets. And just PRODUCTION TEAM
about everything else (except socks). 1 lori
When folks are living on the streets, they’re still exposed to the elements and Al&G oria Bowen
to chilly nights. Let’s try to keep them warm. Gary I?av1s '
Madeline Grimm
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