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DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE 
 
 All my life, I have been in-
volved in what-are-collectively-deemed 
“the helping professions.”  

You know the category: 
among those classified as “helping pro-
fessions” would be nursing, social 
work, teaching, and counseling, as well 
as pastoring. Needless to say, I would 
also include the position of Director of 
Operation Nightwatch. 
 I think it’s significant that 
these are called “helping professions,” 
rather than “fixing professions.” Car-
pentry is a “fixing profession.” So are 
plumbing, engineering, and software 
design.  

Now, “fixing” professions are 
just as honorable as “helping” profes-
sions—after all, where would we be 
without our carpenters, plumbers, engi-
neers, and computer experts? But 
there’s a fundamental difference be-
tween the two. And that comes from 
the way they relate to the raw material 
with which they work. 

Someone in a “fixing” profes-
sion properly understands that he works 
with/within a world of objects. Such 
objects have no will or volition of their 
own. They have no power to act on 
their own. If they are to undergo 
change, they must be acted upon—and 
that is the role of one in the “fixing”  

Operation Nightwatch  PO Box 4005  Portland Oregon 97208  503-220-0438 
Gary Davis, Executive Director 

profession. The object (because it is only 
an object) will be manipulated according to 
the fixer’s designs. The carpenter will take 
his raw materials—his boards and nails—
and transform them into a cabinet. The 
plumber will wrest a leaky pipe until the 
leak is stopped. The software engineer will 
rework lengths of code to debug a glitch-
prone program. 

The raw material that is the focus 
of those in the “helping” professions, on 
the other hand, is people. And people are 
full of will and volition. The helping 
professional, as a subject, is merely 
working in an arena with a lot of other 
subjects. And that’s why his is called a 
“helping” profession: because of others’ 
volitions, on our own, we ourselves can’t 
“fix” anyone’s lives, but at best can only 
help those who would like to fix their own. 

I sometimes forget that, however. 
I fall into the trap of believing my calling 
is to fix other people’s problems. I begin 
seeing them as objects that I might be able 
to manipulate like pieces on a chessboard, 
rather than as their own subjects, free to act 
on their own. But then I’m caught short 
when those I’m helping shatter my 
stereotypes, demonstrating the 
independence they fully possess. 

For instance, I used to get pushed 
back on my heels when I discovered how 
caring the people we serve at Nightwatch 
can themselves be. There was the time one 
of our guests invested a portion of his 
monthly check in gallons of ice cream and 
soft drinks, showing up at the Drop-In 
Center and saying, “Here. Share this with 
everybody. You guys have done so much 
for me. This is just a little payback.” Or 
there are the handshakes I share with some 
of other guests, only to find through them, 
that they have passed me some folding 
money (something that must have been 
hard for them to come by!)—“Use that for 
Nightwatch,” they’ll say. Or, in my most 
recent circumstances, how many of the 
guys expressed their personal concern for 
me as I underwent surgery. 

 

“Wait a second!” I think. “I’m  
supposed to be the caring one—not 
them!” But why would that be? Those 
we serve at Operation Nightwatch are 
not objects. They are not to be 
manipulated so as to fit into any 
narrow definitions we might carry. 
They have their own values, passions, 
and feelings, along with the will to act 
on their own. 

And that’s why we’re called 
upon to help in whatever way we can, 
but we should never suffer under any 
illusion that we have the ability to fix. 
For our work is not with the hard stuff 
of wood or metal, but in each case, 
with the wonder of a human soul.  

 
Gary L. Davis 

NIGHTWATCH RECEIVES 
ENDOWMENT  

 
 Operation Nightwatch has 
been made the beneficiary of a gen-
erous gift from the estate of Mabel 
Thracewell, amounting to over 
$38,000. 
 Mrs. Thracewell, a faithful 
member of Resurrection Lutheran 
Church, died earlier this year. 
 The Nightwatch Board of 
Directors is considering using the 
gift as the basis for the establish-
ment of its own endowment, to in-
sure steady and stable support for 
Nightwatch’s ongoing work. 
 We are eminently grateful 
for Mrs. Thracewell and her wit-
ness, that she should honor us by 
remembering our work. Should you 
like details about how you yourself 
might contribute to our new en-
dowment fund, please feel free con-
tact us. 
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SALES OF “Give US Your 
Poor” CD RAISES MONEY 
FOR NIGHTWATCH 
 
 Looking for a belated 
Christmas present? Or are you simply 
interested in good music and would like 
to support Operation Nightwatch? 
By special arrangement, we are selling a 
great collection of new music, the 
proceeds of which will go to fund our 
programs here at Nightwatch. The 
collection is called, “Give US Your 
Poor,” and features such musical artists 
as Bruce Springsteen, Jon Bon Jovi, Pete 
Seeger, Jewel, Natalie Merchant, Bonnie 
Raitt, Sweet Honey in the Rock, and 
Michelle Shocked. The compilation was 
put together by the Give US Your Poor 
organization at the University of 
Massachusetts in Boston, specifically as 
a program to raise money to end 
homelessness. The numbers on the 
album (19 in all, totaling 75 minutes) 
either have a homeless theme (e.g., 
“Hobo’s Lullaby”), or, in some cases, 
the professionals team up with street 
musicians who are homeless themselves. 
 We’ve got the CD available for 
$15. If you’d like to make a purchase, 
please call or email us 
(info@operationnightwatch.org). 
 The liner notes offer this 
rationale for the CD: “Homelessness is 
about disconnection. Music is about 
connection. . . .” Operation Nightwatch 
is also about connection. We’re therefore 
delighted to offer this CD. 
 
 

REVAMPED WEB SITE OFFERS 
CONNECTION ON INTERNET 
 
 Operation Nightwatch now has 
an updated site on the Internet, 
presenting a number of new features. In 
addition to learning of ONW’s history 
and activities, you may be able to see 
accompanying pictures of Nightwatch, 
past and present. From now on, you may 
be able to access electronic copies of this 
newsletter. You may be able to see 
copies of our budget and financial 
reports, and an acknowledgement of our 
church and corporate contributors. And 
with the click of a button, you may be 
able to express your interest in 
volunteering. 
 In the near future, we hope to 
add a feature that allows online 
contributions, as well as video snippets 
of life at the Drop-In Center. Further in 
the future, we plan to add a blog, to 
which both our volunteers and guests 
might contribute. 
 For now, go to 
www.operationnightwatch.org and check 
it out. We’ll keep you informed of any 
additions we add along the way. 
 
 
OUR CURRENT WISH LIST 

 
Blankets (always!) 
Socks (always!) 
Men’s jeans, 32, 34 waist 

especially, but all are 
needed! 

Hooded sweatshirts 
Personal sewing kits 
Tarps/large sheets of plastic 
Ponchos/rain gear 
Large bottles of aspirin, 

ibuprofen, etc. 
Deodorant 
Disposable razors 
Lip Balm  
Throat lozenges 
Combs/brushes 
Tampons 
Small bottles of lotion 
Sample bottles of shampoo/

conditioner 
Stocking caps-dark colors 

 

ENTERED BY NIGHTWATCH 
VOLUNTEERS 

IN THE DROP-IN CENTER 
LOGBOOK  

“Another busy night at Nightwatch. We 
gave out lots of food and had some 
excitement when a guest who had been 
banned had tried to come into the 
Center—but he was recognized right 
away and he had to go back out. I like 
some of the new people here. This is 
still a good place. Even after Debbie is 
gone.” – Geof 
“Busy night. Had nice visit with D---, a 
young man who is finally getting his 
life together.” – Ross 
“It has been a very quiet evening with 
fewer guests than anticipated. We had a 
great group of volunteers including ten 
students—seven from Linfield-Portland 
Campus and three from Lewis and 
Clark. Although all were new to ONW, 
all were actively engaged with guests.”  
– David G. 
“Today’s been an amazing opportunity 
for me. I enjoy helping and 
volunteering of any sort and I’m very 
thankful that God’s put this team in 
Portland. You guys are a great blessing 
to many. Thank you so much!  
–PS (student) 
“Due to an absence of volunteers, we 
decided to close early (10 p.m.). 
Fortunately, the crowd was gentle and 
sedate all evening. We opened with 
only 2 staff (myself and one other). 
Peter came along later—someone who 
(as Providence would have it) walked 
in the front door and asked whether we 
could use any volunteers. We 
immediately drafted him into service. It 
was a matter of faith to open with only 
2 of us. But I told the crowd as they 
entered, ‘Please be especially kind and 
gentle tonight’—and they complied.”  
– Gary 
“Tonight was relatively mellow. . . 
Blankets were very popular! Everyone 
who received one was very 
appreciative. Socks also went quickly. 
There were not nearly enough 
sandwiches and there were a few 
grumbles about that. C---- is back in 
town and making jewelry for money.” 
“Fairly quiet night. We had donations 
of blankets, socks, razors, lots of 
sandwiches, and homemade chocolate 
chip cookies. Our L&C volunteers did 
a great job visiting with the guests.” 
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2008 OUTINGS STILL SEEKING SPONSORS 
 
 “When’s the next outing?” 
 That’s the question many of guests eagerly ask, often on the heels of an outing 
we’ve just completed. As one of our friends says, “I just have to get out of the city every 
now and then!” 
  We’ve put together our schedule of 2008 outings, with our returning to some 
favorite haunts—Mt. Hood, Camp Adams, Silver Falls—plus trying to fulfill requests by 
exploring some new ones, e.g., the Evergreen Aviation Museum and the Oregon Garden. 
 Our outings are made possible because of those who generously act as sponsors 
for them. We’re grateful to say that many of our upcoming outings are already sub-
scribed, but we still have a few looking for sponsors. 
 Maybe you’d be willing to be a co-sponsor by donating partially to the cost. In 
any event, we welcome contributions from all interested individuals. 
 

 
 

MONTH  OUTING  SPONSOR 

January Mt Hood ($150) James and Janet Splidsboel 
February Bowling Al Bowen 

March Oregon Zoo ($100) Anna Quillen 

April Oregon Garden ($200) Anna Quillen 

May Evergreen Aviation Museum ($200) Anna Quillen 

June Silver Falls / Mt. Angel ($150) Gerry and Madeline Grimm 

June Spiritual Retreat ($300) Anna Quillen 

July Portland Beavers game ($100)   

August Cape Lookout/Tillamook Cheese ($150) Kenneth & Frances Grillo 

September Annual BBQ – Food ($250)   

September Hike and BBQ ($150)   

October Columbia Gorge Discovery Center($200) Anna Quillen 

November Camp Adams Day Trip ($100) Judith Enders 

December Christmas lights ($150)   

“IT WAS THE BEST PARTY I’VE 
EVER BEEN TO!” 
 That was the comment by one 
of our guests a couple of days after our 
annual Christmas party. And his feel-
ing was echoed by a number of others 
who attended. Another fellow said, “I 
wish my family could have seen me 
there. I don’t know what they’re doing 
for Christmas, but if they were there, I 
could point and say, ‘See? This is 
Christmas for me.’” 
 To have made the party so 
successful required an army of people. 
So many deserve our thanks—those 
who made the food, those who served 
it, and those who transformed a church 
fellowship hall into a magical place 
through creative decoration. But here 
are a few we’d like to identify for spe-
cial thanks: 
Pat Schweibert, for coordinating the 
kitchen 
Alisa Christensen, for putting together 
the fantastic decorations 
Doug Davidson, and Ray and Katie 
Turner , for providing music 
David Bentley and his Girl Scout 
crew, for putting together the Christ-
mas stockings 
Charlie Ross and Gene Ross, for 
leading Christmas carols 
Ali Ippolito , for providing beautiful 
background music during the feast 
Corey Heppner, for his welcoming 
guitar music 
Huber’s Restaurant, for providing its 
famous gravy 
The Vibrant Table, for mountains of 
mashed potatoes 
Trader Joe’s, 39th & Holgate, for 
festooning our dining tables with flow-
ers 
QFC in Sellwood, for contributions 
The Twin Paradox Café, for fortify-
ing our decorating crew with muffins 
And George Paulson, for making sure 
Santa made the party 
  The accompanying pictures 
give a hint as to the good time that 
people had. 
 
"To see more pictures of the party, you 
can use your Internet browser to go to 
http://picasaweb.google.com/
FoxyTheLittleDog/
OperationNightwatchPartyDec82007  
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   OPERATION NIGHTWATCH BOARD 
David Groff - Chair    
Associate Vice President for Academic 
Affairs 
Linfield College, Portland Campus   
 
Ginny Gaines - Secretary 
R.N. Supervisor 
Adventist Health and Personal Care Services 
  
Kimberly Corbette - Treasurer 
M Financial Group 
 
David Gaines - Bookkeeper  
Retired Accountant  
 
Marvin Mitchell 
Publisher, Beachwalker Press LLC 
President, Northwest Association of Book 
Publishers 
 
Doug Davidson 
Mortgage Loan Officer 
White House Mortgage 
 
Bill Steimer 
Retired Lawyer 

NEWSLETTER 
PRODUCTION TEAM  
 
Al & Gloria Bowen 
Gary Davis 
Madeline Grimm 
Sheila Nichols 

Yes, I want to make a difference in  
a homeless or impoverished person's  
life. 
 
 
Please contact me regarding: 
o Send program materials 
o Add to newsletter list 
o Delete from newsletter list 
o Volunteer 
o Board Member 
 
 
I would like to donate: 
o One time contribution $__________ 
o Monthly debit  contribution $______ 
o Estate or charitable gift 
o Other ________________________ 
 
 
Name_______________________________ 
Address_____________________________ 
___________________________________ 
Phone(s)____________________________ 
E-Mail_____________________________ 
 
 


