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DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE 
 Operation Nightwatch ex-
ists because we recognize that 
homelessness is fundamentally a 
spiritual issue. 

But it is not a “spiritual is-
sue” in the way that many people 
might think. 
 The erroneous notion citing 
links between homelessness and the 
state of one’s soul goes way back. 
From certain schools of the 16th-
century Reformation grew the idea 
that there must be a direct correla-
tion between an individual’s external 
fortunes and his inner moral state. 
Under a simplistic interpretation of 
some texts in the Bible (e.g., 
“Observe the conditions of this 
Covenant and put them into practice, 
and you will succeed in whatever 
you do” – Deut. 29:8), the belief 
grew that if someone were num-
bered among God’s “elect,” that per-
son’s status would be confirmed by 
a life filled with material well-being. 
Conversely, the conclusion was that 
if someone were condemned to a life 
of destitution, s/he must surely be 
living a life that somehow was not 
right with God.  
 And though we’ve now ar-
rived at the 21st century, and gained 
the accumulated knowledge of the 
intervening 500 years of how we are 
all borne in the dynamic currents of 
vast economic, historical, societal, 
and psychological forces, it’s funny 
how so many of us still can harbor 
the concept that the neediest among 
us must be needy because they’re 
guilty of some deep spiritual 
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weakness. How else to explain the 
predictable presence of evangelistic 
missions in the poorest parts of town, 
where a hot meal and warm cot may be 
waiting, but come only contingent upon 
the hearing of a sermon and a call to 
conversion? How else to explain why 
Nightwatch itself is sometimes the target 
of outside groups that uninvitedly 
descend upon us to subject our guests to 
their tracts and their preaching? Why 
have they chosen to come here to share 
their zeal, rather than, say, to a suburban 
shopping mall? 

George Orwell, the author of 
1984 and Animal Farm, himself once 
was homeless. It was a life he 
documented in his book, Down and Out 
in Paris and London. He recounts one 
incident where he and his friends 
suddenly found their own living-space 
invaded by “a grave and reverend 
seignior in a frock coat, a lady [with] a 
portable harmonium, and a chinless 
youth toying with a crucifix,” who began 
praying, singing, and preaching among 
them. Neither Orwell nor his friends 
asked for this. And he reflects, “It is 
curious how people take it for granted 
that they have a right to preach at you 
and pray over you as soon as your 
income falls below a certain level.”  
 A person doesn’t have to know 
our Nightwatch guests for very long to 
conclude how faulty any assumptions 
about their supposed spiritual deficiency 
might be. Some of our guests know the 
Bible so well, they’re fond of regularly 
quoting it to me! Not long ago, I listened 
in on conversation around one of our 
tables, where everyone was sharing what 
was going on at the churches they 
attended. Our weekly worship and Bible 
study are offered merely as options, yet 
each one has a group of dedicated 
participants. And when I hear one of our 
guests proclaim, “As long as I’ve got 
God, I’ve got everything!”, I figure that I 
could  hardly improve on a belief like 
that. 
 Of course, this is not to say  

that the lives of our guests are 
spiritually perfect; but as a former 
pastor, I can’t say that their lives are 
any more spiritually imperfect than 
those of the people I served in my 
comfortable, suburban congregations. 
 Nonetheless, I still maintain 
that homelessness is a spiritual issue—
not because homelessness necessarily 
has any spiritual deficiency as its 
cause, but rather because homelessness 
does profound things to challenge 
one’s spirit. That’s implicit in the very 
term we use: we don’t refer to a street 
person as someone who is “house”-
less, but instead as one who is “home”-
less. And consider what it might mean, 
not simply to be without a house, but 
without a home. A house is merely a 
structure, whereas a home is a place 
where one establishes connection—a 
connection to others, a connection to 
one’s surroundings. Without 
connection, to be homeless is to be 
rootless. And without roots, without 
the protection that comes from being 
connected within a web of 
relationships, it becomes that much 
more difficult in life to take the 
necessary risks to reach out and live 
one’s life the way it was meant to be. 
When the Prodigal came to his senses 
and decided to return to his father, he 
didn’t care if, for all that he’d done, his 
father merely treated him as one of the 
hired servants—at least, he knew, he 
would be delivered from his life of dis-
connection. At least he would be 
home! (Luke 15:17-19) 
 This is the core of our 
ministry at Nightwatch. We come to 
know our guests well enough to see 
both their spiritual strengths and their 
spiritual struggles. We’re all about 
fostering relationships and building 
connections. 
 And in that way, though we 
may not provide shelter for our guests, 
we hope in at least some small way to 
provide for them a home.  
 Gary L. Davis 
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THANKS TO OUR 2008 OUTING SPONSORS! 
  
 Our monthly outings for 2008 are now completely underwritten by a 
generous group of donors. We want to thank those listed below for their financial 
support of these activities, which prove to be memorable and meaningful experiences 
for those we serve.  
 

 

MONTH  OUTING  SPONSOR 

January Mt Hood ($150) James and Janet Splidsboel 
February Bowling Al Bowen 
March Oregon Zoo ($100) Anna Quillen 

April  Oregon Garden ($200) Anna Quillen 
May Evergreen Aviation Museum 

($200) 
Anna Quillen 

June Silver Falls / Mt. Angel 
($150) 

Gerry and Madeline Grimm 

June Spiritual Retreat ($300) Anna Quillen 
July Portland Beavers game ($100) David and Elizabeth Groff;  

Steven Chown 
August Cape Lookout/Tillamook 

Cheese ($150) 
Kenneth & Frances Grillo 

September Annual BBQ – Food ($250) Mary Churnside; Bill and Patty 
Steimer; David & Elizabeth Groff 

September Hike and BBQ ($150) John and Renata Hahn-Francini 

October Columbia Gorge Discovery 
Center ($200) 

Anna Quillen 

November Camp Adams Day Trip 
($100) 

Judith Enders 

December Christmas lights ($150) David and Elizabeth Groff 

LINFIELD NURSING  
STUDENTS, JESUIT  
VOLUNTEER CORPS, JOIN  
NIGHTWATCH TEAM 
 Over the next weeks and 
months, Operation Nightwatch will 
be blessed by the help of individuals 
from Linfield College and Jesuit Vol-
unteer Corps. 
 Erin Wheeler, Katie White, 
and Baunsay Souravong-Chen are 
nursing students at Linfield who are 
doing their mental health rotation. 
Having begun working at the Hospi-
tality Center on April 17, their com-
mitment has them here every Thurs-
day and Friday evening for six 
weeks. In addition to helping with 
regular Center activities, they are 
doing health assessments, and offer-
ing health education to our guests. 
 Beginning in August, we 
will be adding the new position of 
Program Coordinator to our staff. 
The position will be filled by James 
Ferus of Jesuit Volunteer Corps. 
James will be with us full-time for a 
year. We’ll tell you more about 
James and the position once we have 
him aboard. 
 
OUR CURRENT WISH LIST 
We’d especially like to make an 
appeal for underwear and belts. 

 
Blankets (always!) 
Socks 
Men’s jeans, 32, 34, 36 waist 

especially, but all are 
needed! 

Men and women’s underwear 
(unused) / long johns 

Belts 
Hooded sweatshirts 
Athletic shoes (good condition) 
Personal sewing kits 
Tarps/tents/large sheets of plastic 
Ponchos/rain gear 
Large bottles of aspirin,  
 ibuprofen, etc. 
Deodorant 
Disposable razors 
Lip Balm 
Throat lozenges 
Combs/brushes 
Tampons 
Small bottles of lotion 
Sample bottles of shampoo/

conditioner 

LOOKING FOR JUST THE RIGHT BIRTHDAY / ANNIVER-
SARY / HOUSEWARMING GIFT? 
  
Here are a couple of possibilities—while you will be helping our guests at Night-
watch at the same time: 
 We continue to have available the CD, Give US Your Poor: 17 New Re-
cordings to Help End Homelessness. It is a professionally produced CD, with se-
lections sung by Bruce Springsteen, Bonnie Raitt, Natalie Merchant, Jon Bon Jovi, 
Pete Seeger, and Sweet Honey in the Rock (among others). Proceeds from all sales 
go to help homeless programs around the country, including Operation Night-
watch. The cost is $15. 
 On the other hand, you might consider donating blankets in someone’s 
honor. Though our Blanket & Socks Fund was generously subscribed when we 
initiated it last year, its funds are now almost completely exhausted. Even as the 
weather warms, the demand for blankets remains high. Blankets cost us $8 apiece. 
If you would like to donate “x” number of blankets to remember or honor some-
one, we will send a certificate to that person with that acknowledgment. 
 (Another option for giving blankets is through the Friendship Blanket 
Program, sponsored by our supplier, Northwest Woolen Mills. For more informa-
tion, go to www.northwestwoolen.com/friendship.htm.) 
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BUILDING CONNECTIONS: 
SOME CONVERSATIONS 
 
Our nightly log bears testimony to our 
mission, detailing some of the lives 
we’ve touched, as we’ve let our guests 
know that here is a place where they may 
connect with others who will “weep 
when they weep, and rejoice when they 
rejoice.” What follows are a few entries 
from just the last couple of months: 
 

“I've seen R. around for years, but 
tonight he was very talkative and I got a 
better picture of his history, which in-
cludes drugs, bi-polar, jail, child abuse 
and a lost child. His affections for his 
wife and friends is really touching.” 

   (Becky) 
“Good to hear from JB that he re-

ceived his first Social Security disability 
check—after being on the appeals list for 
3 years! He’s also applied for OR Health 
Plan, but won’t know if he’ll be num-
bered among the lucky who’ll be allowed 
in until March 15.” (Gary) 

“J-- seems more lively and talks on 
occasion w/o prompting. When first time 
I saw him he didn’t talk the whole eve-
ning, but often if there is a more talkative 
person, he will become more quiet. To-
day he stayed very late to help put away 
all the chairs and say goodnight.” (Lin) 

 “I had an intense conversation with 
one of our longtime guests whom I had-
n’t seen for a while. He asked to speak in 
private and we went into the office and 
shut the door. He confessed he feels 
guilty about having gotten housing a year 
ago. He in effect feels “survivor’s guilt” 
out of an awareness of how many others 
are needy. I tried to hear him out and 
suggest that he give back to others (he 
has done a lot of volunteering over the 
years). I think it helped but he clearly 
faces many challenges. He also informed 
me that he has full-blown AIDS.”  

    (David) 
 “Had a good talk with D-- who’s 

feeling good about kicking heroin during 
this stay in jail. But he admits the times 
are hard when he gets bored. Daywatch 
will keep him busy somewhat as a volun-
teer. I told him he could help us out, 
too.” (Gary) 

 
 
 
 

 “A good spirit in the Center to-
night. A sizeable representation of vol-
unteers helps. In addition to our regular 
volunteers, we had four from Hands 
On of Greater Portland, and one from 
Lewis & Clark. They got a lot of the 
guys involved in conversation and 
games. It really illustrates the mission 
of ONW—building relationships, and 
in the relationships comes healing—a 
very volunteer-intensive thing!” (Gary) 

“There was a steady flow of guests 
into the Center during the first hour—
steady flow in, with no flow out—so 
by the time we passed out sandwiches 
at 8 we were standing-room-only. We 
stayed fairly crowded until after 9. 
Though we’re having spring-like days, 
the nights are still chilly, so we’re get-
ting a lot of requests for long johns (we 
have none) and blankets (presently, we 
have a decent supply).” (Gary) 

 “Small crowd—well behaved. . . . 
Great evening with time to visit and 
have long conversations with the 
guests. Carman made cookies and 
guests enjoyed hot chocolate and hot 
spiced cider. . . . We gave out 3 blan-
kets, all our socks, and pants and shirts 
from the clothing closet upstairs. Larry 
and I brought several packages of 
socks, and a large bag of razors, soap 
and shampoo, and 2 blankets.”  

   (Bonnie) 
“I was talking with a fellow who 

needed a blanket because his blankets 
had been stolen. In addition to several 
blankets, he had had a good sleeping 
bag which had been stolen, too. I hear 
this story a lot. Blankets seem to con-
stitute their own currency on the 
streets, as everyone needs one (or sev-
eral) to survive. They’re valuable in 
that sense. And things that are consid-
ered valuable will be stolen. That’s just 
how tough life on the streets can be—it 
is a competition for survival.” (Gary) 

“I didn’t quite know what to ex-
pect. There were so many people at 
first, quite a hubbub for a while. The 
games got underway immediately. It 
was a good experience. I met some 
nice people.” (Lorre—from Riverside 
Community United 
Church of Christ 
youth group in Hood 
River) 

 “I enjoyed talking to our guests as 
usual tonight. I was startled to see D---- 
who is here after at least 5 years away. 
He lives in Gresham and goes to church 
in Vancouver. Still brings in loads of 
reading matter. Tells me he still takes 
his meds.” (Julia) 

“Good to hear from R—that he 
begins a new, good-paying job at the 
shipyards on Monday. R—has been out 
of prison for just over a week, and 
ONW was the first place he came to 
upon his release. He began with noth-
ing. We were able to outfit him with 
toiletries and clothes—and when he 
found out they were a requirement for 
being hired, with good steel-toed work 
boots. He was jazzed about starting 
work. I hope he makes it.” (Gary) 
 
LIFE AT THE HOSPITALITY 
CENTER:  
OTHER LOG ENTRIES 

“A full house—a lot of game play-
ing around the tables. A guest playing 
the guitar. Alisa showed up to show 
pictures of Nightwatch she had taken. . 
. . Handed out a lot of blankets. . . . 
Closed at 10 p.m., since a number of 
our volunteers had to leave early.”  

   (Gary) 
“Received a shipment of 48 blan-

kets today. It felt good to be able to 
fulfill every request we had for blan-
kets tonight. (We gave out 12.) At this 
rate, we’ll be out of blankets before we 
know it. Need to place another order.”  

   (Gary) 
“The evening started out really 

busy—so many people we quickly ran 
out of chairs—standing room only. A 
lot of people I didn’t know. I think it 
was too crowded and noisy for some of 
our regulars, because they left early. . . 
. Spoke with a fellow who said he 
camped in Hillsboro. He equated Hills-
boro with Babylon in Revelation. Said 
Hillsboro Airport was the epicenter of 
the anti-Christ’s activity. Also said that 
Bob Marley and John Lennon were 
prophets of Jesus. Those who dis-
agreed, he said, didn’t know what they 
were talking about.” (Gary) 
“Bread donated. Candace sliced, I 
spread hummus, went through 3 tubs of 
hummus. We were doubtful it would be 
a hit, but surprisingly everyone enjoyed 
it and all was gone.” (Lin) 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

   OPERATION NIGHTWATCH BOARD 
David Groff - Chair    
Associate Vice President for Academic 
Affairs 
Linfield College, Portland Campus   
 
Ginny Gaines - Secretary 
R.N. Supervisor 
Adventist Health and Personal Care Services 
  
Kimberly Corbette - Treasurer 
M Financial Group 
 
David Gaines - Bookkeeper  
Retired Accountant  
 
Marvin Mitchell 
Publisher, Beachwalker Press LLC 
President, Northwest Association of Book 
Publishers 
 
Doug Davidson 
Mortgage Loan Officer 
White House Mortgage 
 
Bill Steimer 
Retired Lawyer 

NEWSLETTER 
PRODUCTION TEAM  
 
Al & Gloria Bowen 
Gary Davis 
Madeline Grimm 
Sheila Nichols 

Yes, I want to make a difference in  
a homeless or impoverished person's  
life. 
 
 
Please contact me regarding: 
o Send program materials 
o Add to newsletter list 
o Delete from newsletter list 
o Volunteer 
o Board Member 
 
 
I would like to donate: 
o One time contribution $__________ 
o Monthly debit  contribution $______ 
o Estate or charitable gift 
o Other ________________________ 
 
 
Name_______________________________ 
Address_____________________________ 
___________________________________ 
Phone(s)____________________________ 
E-Mail_____________________________ 
 
 

Participants in our 
March outing 


