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DIRECTOR’'S MESSAGE

What should we call this
place that we open to the people of
the streets on Thursday, Friday, and
Saturday nights? I've seen it referred
to in a couple of ways. In some
places, ours is called a “drop-in cen-
ter;” in others, a “hospitality center.”

| prefer “hospitality cen-
ter.” | prefer it, because the empha-
sis made by the two terms is dis-
tinctly different. When we call the
space Operation Nightwatch uses a
“drop-in center,” we're talking
merely about what our guests do—
they “drop in.” But such a matter-of-
fact description makes no attempt to
get at thecharacterof the space we
seek to supply. For all anyone might
know, our guests might “drop in,”
only to meet a response that is hos-
tile, indifferent, or uncaring.

To call our space a
“hospitalitycenter,” however, indi-
cates exactly the atmosphere our
guests will find, whenever they
might drop in. The term flips the
emphasis, stressing not what our
guests do, but whate seek to do.

Providing hospitality is a
concept that has been important to
Operation Nightwatch from its very
beginning. Lately, I've come across
files dating back to the 1980s, when
Nightwatch still had fuzzy edges and
was working at defining its purpose
and identity. But “hospitality” was
always the key word that brought the

Nightwatch pioneers back to their center.
Their main challenge was
getting a good grasp of what the notion
of “hospitality” truly meant. For that,
they turned to the writings of Henri
Nouwen (who, coincidentally, was my
pastoral care professor when | was in
seminary). In his bookvloving Out:
Three Movements of the Spiritual L.ife
Henri speaks of one of the movements
being “from hostility to hospitality,” and
a handout given to all early Nightwatch
volunteers contained an excerpt:

At first the word “hospitality”
might evoke the image of sweet

kindness, tea parties, bland conversations

and general atmosphere of coziness. . . .
But . . . if there is any concept worth
restoring to its original potential, it is the
concept of hospitality. It is one of the
richest biblical terms that deepen and
broaden our insight in our relationships
to our fellow human beings.

As the letter to the Hebrews
says, “Do not neglect to show hospitality
to strangers, for thereby have people
entertained angels unawares.” (13:2)
That's illustrated in numerous biblical
encounters, from Abram feasting three
strangers at the oak of Mamre (Gen. 18),
to two disciples inviting the disguised

means literally, “the freedom of the
guest.” This leads Henri to conclude
that hospitality is a quality that seeks
“to offer friendship without binding the
guest and freedom without leaving him
alone.”

Hospitality, therefore, means
primarily the creation of a free space
where the stranger can enter and
become a friend instead of an enemy.
Hospitality is not to change people, but
to offer space where change can take
place.lt is not to bring men and
women over to our side, but to offer
freedom not disturbed by dividing
lines. It is not to lead our neighbor into
a corner where there are no alternatives
left, but to open a wide spectrum of
options for choice and commitment. It
is not an educated intimidation with
good books, good stories and good
works, but the liberation of fearful
hearts so that words can find roots and
bear ample fruit. It is not a method of
making our God and our way into the
criteria of happiness, but the opening
of an opportunity to others to find their
God and their way. The paradox of
hospitality is that it wants to create
emptiness, not a fearful emptiness, but
friendly emptiness where strangers can
enter and discover themselves as
created free; free to sing their own

Christ into their Emmaus home to share a SONgs, speak their own languages,

meal on Easter evening (Luke 24). Henri
goes on to say, “Thus the biblical stories
help us to realize not just that hospitality
is an important virtue, but even more that
in the context of hospitality, guest and
host can reveal their most precious gifts
and bring new life to each other.”
Hospitality, Henri stresses,

dance their own dances; free also to
leave and follow their own vocations.
Hospitality is not a subtle invitation to
adopt the life style of the host, but the
gift of a chance for the guest to find his
own.

It's hard for me to imagine a
better vision for Nightwatch. We’'ll

needs to be understood “as a fundamenta continue to assure those who may have

attitudetoward our fellow human being.”
He gains meaning from how the word,
“hospitality,” is translated into different
languages. In German it is
gastfreundscaftwhich means literally,
“friendship for the guest.” In Henri’'s
native Dutch, it igyastvrijheid which

nothing else that they can still have a
friend, and invite them to drop in.

But we’ll be intent upon
living up to that assurance by
extending the full meaning of
hospitality.

Gary L. Davis



: CORRECTIONS: :

: Our last newsletter contained a Couplé of
{ inaccuracies that we’d like to correct: :
Thanks for Christmas stockings should
have been extended Bavid Grandy,

: not David Bentley.

: Mabel Thracewell, whose generous glft
: benefited Operation Nightwatch, was &
member of Redeemer Lutheran Church,
not Resurrection Lutheran Church.

Thanks to those who brought the errors
to our attention :

THE HOSPITALITY CENTER
IS NOT THE ONLY OPTION
FOR YOU TO VOLUNTEER. . ..

Most people know Operation
Nightwatch because of our Hospitality
Center, open Thursday — Saturday
evenings. But we are more than that.
Other activities pepper the calendar every
month—and each needs the support of
volunteers. So if a weekend schedule of
7-11 p.m. isn't a possibility for you, you
might consider helping in one of these
activities:

Our 6:00 p.m. Sunday evening worship
service led by Pastor Roger Fuchs.
Volunteers are needed to set up, clean up
hand out bulletins, etc.

Birthday Night, the last Wednesdays of
every month, at 6:30 p.m. Volunteers are
needed to scoop out ice cream and serve
birthday (cup)cakes.

Comedy Movie Night the third

Tuesdays of the month, at 7:30 p.m. Help
with set-up and clean-up, and combine
your laughter with others’.

Foot care the second and fourth
Saturdays of each month, 10 a.m. — noon,
Should have professional nursing and/or
care giving experience.

WE OFFER SPECIAL THANKS TO:

Providence Health Care Systems
which recently graced us with a
$7000 donation

Chinook Winds Casino, Lincoln
City, which donated to ONW 2
cases (that's 288 decks!) of
playing cards

Kobos Coffee which continues to
supply our Hospitality Center
with all the coffee we need (and
as our guests keep telling us,
“It's the best coffee in town!”)

DEAL DIRECTLY WITH THE
MANUFACTURER

AND GET A GOOD DEAL ON
BLANKETS FOR NIGHTWATCH

Thanks to the many of you
who have contributed to our Blankets/
Socks Fund, we've been able to keep

and get a conversation going. Some of
the guests . . . didn’t appreciate the help,
but others were very gracious and
pleased to have our group here.”
(Maryrose — Southlake Singles
Fellowship)

"It was an interesting night.
Plenty of guests to serve and entertain.

many people warm over the winter. For All were well-mannered and the night

those who sleep outside, however, the

was uneventful." (Bonnie - Resurrection

need for blankets continues, even as thelLutheran Church)

days grow longer and warmer.

We've gotten a good deal on
blankets by dealing directly with the
manufacturer, Northwest Woolen Mills
of Woonsocket, RIl. While we
encourage people to continue to
contribute to our Blankets/Socks Fund,
through Northwest Woolen Mills’
Friendship Blanket Program, they may
also help Nightwatch by going to the
manufacturer themselves.

Under the Friendship Blanket
Program, an individual may order a lot

“This has been our first
experience with Operation Nightwatch.
It was a bit uncomfortable at first. This
was a real eye-opener working and
meeting the folks that attend. We're glad
this place is available for those who need
a place to get a meal, warm cup of
coffee, conversation and a safe place to
relax and feel the generosity of
others.” (Sharon and Debbie — Southlake
Singles Fellowship)

"Enjoyed talking w/& learning
from M-- (Yahtzee) and R--. Thanx to

of a dozen blankets and have them sent Gary for his organization and welcoming

to Nightwatch in their name. Different
grades of blankets may be ordered,
from those which cost $83.50/doz.
(that's approx. $6.95 apiece), to those
which cost $152.00/doz. (approx.
$12.66 apiece). The prices include
shipping.

If you're interested, go to the
Friendship Blanket Web site at
www.northwestwoolen.com/

friendship.htm

HOW ABOUT GATHERING
YOUR FRIENDS
AND BRINGING A GROUP TO
NIGHTWATCH?

In January, we had two groups
come down and serve as volunteers at
the Hospitality Center. One was from
Resurrection Lutheran Church, and
another was the Southlake Singles
Fellowship. From the comments their
members left in our log, they had a
good and enriching time. In fact, the
Southlake group liked it so much,
they’'ve committed themselves to
volunteering once a month!

Here’s what some of them
said:

“This is my first experience
volunteering for this type of service, as
| have worked with the elderly more.
But it's not that different. It was
intimidating at first but once you learn
boundaries you just jump right in

attitude!" (Erica - Resurrection Lutheran
Church)

"It was a privilege to be able to
volunteer—I had several wonderful
conversations with very interesting
people, whose life experiences have
been unimaginable—would be blessed to
return sometime. . . . God bless you for
your work.” (Allyson — Southlake
Singles Fellowship)

“The guests were welcoming
and in many cases tolerant of our
‘newness’ to the Hospitality Center. It
was wonderful to see that they had many
friends amongst themselves and we
mingled, but were cognizant that in
many cases they were content to visit
with one another. It is clear that the
Hospitality Center has established a very
helpful set of ‘ground rules’ as the guests
were very effective in self-policing
throughout the evening ensuring, order,
safety and fairness towards all who
came. What a great time! It was a
privilege to share the evening with these
people and to hear their stories as they
graciously let us into their lives.” (Greta
— Southlake Singles Fellowship)

How about bringing a group of
your own down? Gather some friends
from your church, your workplace, your
book club—or whatever!—and find a
night to join us at the Center.
Volunteering with a group of friends can



BRINGING A GROUP TO NIGHT-
WATCH (continued from page 2)

enhance the whole experieneewhich,
judging from the comments of our other
group volunteers, is already an enriching
one! Come and try it out, whether you
choose to do it for a one-time, an occa-
sional, or a regular recurring experience!
If interested, call us at
503-220-0438, or email
info@operationnightwatch.org

ONW PARTNERS WITH HANDS
ON GREATER PORTLAND

Hands On Greater Portland is

the region’s largest organization connect-

ing helping organizations with interested
volunteers. Operation Nightwatch has
become an official partner with Hands
On, opening it to the volunteer help
Hands On has to offer.

ONW has already benefited. In
February, Hands On sent volunteer
groups on two separate evenings to help
out with our Hospitality Center. The vol-
unteers brought energy and commitment,
and added to the good spirit within the
Center.

The connection with Hands On
was initiated by Melia Tichenor, now
Hands On'’s Partner Services Coordina-
tor. When she had been a Lewis & Clark
student, Melia had herself been a volun-
teer with Nightwatch. When Hands On
decided to focus on homeless services in
February, Melia contacted Nightwatch,
believing we would be a good partner.
It's another proof of the beautiful blos-
soms that can grow from simple seeds.

ENTERED BY NIGHTWATCH
VOLUNTEERS
IN THE DROP-IN CENTER
LOGBOOK

“Crowded at beginning of evening. Eve-
ryone well-behaved, playing games, con-
versing, listening to personal radios to
Blazers game or lowa caucuses. Closed
at 10:30 due to lack of volunteers.”

Gary
“Enjoyed many conversations w/ new &
old friends. | am always inspired by how
interested our guests are in my life and
all the experiences and stories they have
to share... A great night!”

“Floyd brought in many warm
coats—much needed! Carmen brought
in homemade cookies and candy.
Guests loved it!”

“A quiet, rainy night with no
problems worth noting. We opened at

DO YOU GOOGLE?
HERE'S HOW TO DO IT
AND EARN INCOME FOR
OPERATION NIGHTWATCH

GoodSearch.com is a search

7:00 p.m. with less than a dozen guests, engine, much like Google, which has

but by 8:30, it was standing room only.
Lots of folks brought their belongings

the advantage of being a philanthropic
entity as well. Every time a person

in plastic bags—so many that we had to uses GoodSearch to find information

stack them in the corners to keep the
way clear for people to move around.
The water heater is broken, so we used
paper cups for coffee, tea, and lemon-
ade. Someone donated a large canister
of Swiss Miss hot chocolate drink,
which was very popular. We went
through the whole thing!”

“There was a real rush of human-
ity through the front doors when we
opened this evening. It was frigid out-
side, and everyone wanted to get in out
of the cold and warm up with coffee.
The Center was packed for the first
hour, thinned out a bit after sand-
wiches. | had a conversation with one
of our regulars (one who's often talking
to himself), and he said, ‘When | was 5
years old, my mother told me it was
raining cats and dogs. | looked outside
and it was raining real cats and dogs. |
realized that when they hit the pave-
ment and started yelping.’ He must live
in an interesting reality! (Gary)

“Had a busy but uneventful eve-
ning. Everyone enjoyed hot drinks and
fellowship. Cold night.” (Ross)

“A couple of little scuffles to
liven up the evening, but nothing seri-
ous. Many of the people who entered
the center were so appreciative of what
they received. | am a Marine Corps
Veteran and a couple of the gentlemen
told me many stories of their time in
the Marine Corps. When some people
came in late, | wish there had been
more to give. | loved watching the
laughter and smiles on the many faces
at the center. Great experience.”

(Karol)

"Very quiet initially--only 5 peo-
ple outside. Picked up later, but never
crowded. Van came on time with lots
of lunches. Lots of games tonight. Two
L&C students playing chess/cards. No
problems."

"Second night for me--it was
great--pleasant people."

on the Web, GoodSearch will donate
1.3 cents to the charity of that person’s
choice. If Operation Nightwatch is
chosen as the charity, the money
comes directly to us—and with a lot of
people using GoodSearch, the cents
can add up!

So next time you have to
search for something on the Web, go to
GoodSearch.com and try it out. In the
box where you are asked, “Who do
you GoodSearch for?”, type in
“Operation Nightwatch — Portland.”

It's a simple way to help by doing the
most ordinary task.

(GoodSearch also has a re-
lated site name GoodShop. If you buy
things over the Internet, you can help
ONW in this way, too. GoodShop has
connections with major retailers like
Amazon, Apple, Nordstrom, Target,
Best Buy, and Toys ‘R Us. Any pur-
chase from these retailers done through
GoodShop will result in a percentage
being sent to ONW. You may access
GoodShop through the GoodSearch
Web site.)

OUR CURRENT WISH LIST

Blankets (always!)

Socks

Men'’s jeans, 32, 34 waist especially,
but all are needed!

Men and women’s underwear
(unused) / long johns

Hooded sweatshirts

Personal sewing kits

Tarps/tents/large sheets of plastic

Ponchos/rain gear

Large bottles of aspirin, ibuprofen,
etc.

Deodorant

Disposable razors

Lip Balm

Throat lozenges

Combs/brushes

Tampons

Small bottles of lotion

Sample bottles of shampoo/
conditioner

Stocking caps-dark colors
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